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Thinking Moves Story 
Ashling Walshe, year 7, Gubei International School, Shanghai 

 July 2019 

 

It was 12:30 and the bell rang for lunch.  Chloe gathered her books and made her way to the school 

canteen.  She joined the end of the line.  While waiting, Chloe observed the weekly menu.  They 

were serving asparagus, cauliflower, steak, chicken, tomato soup, fruit and brownies today.  By the 

time she reached the front of the line, Chloe had decided she would be having steak with 

cauliflower because she had eaten chicken yesterday.  Her mother always advised her to vary her 

diet. 

Chloe paused when she reached the dessert section.  The brownies looked so good with sugar-coating and oozing 

syrup.  Chloe remembered that she was going to go to her Gran’s house after school.  Gran always made these 

delicious honey cakes for her.  Gran told her she was permitted one sweet treat a day.  If she ate the brownies, she 

wouldn’t get any honey cakes.  Chloe decided she preferred the honey cakes and took some healthy fruit for dessert 

instead. 

With lunch tray in hand, Chloe scanned the room for a place to sit.  The canteen consisted of about 50 tables 

according to her estimations.  All the tables were occupied, but not all of them were full.  As she searched the tables, 

Chloe realized that at a lot of people were sitting with people who shared their interests.  A few boys who were on 

the football team were sitting together while some Harry Potter fans shared another table.  Since they were grouped 

by their interests, Chloe figured she should sit with people she shared interests with. 

Across the room, Chloe spotted Vicky and Laura.  Vicky played the flute and Laura the violin.  Chloe played the piano.  

They all played and enjoyed music.  So, she went to sit with them. 

Chloe, Laura and Vicky chatted while they ate their lunch.  Halfway through the lunch Laura said something very 

strange: “What do you think of Tina?”  Tina was a girl in Chloe’s class.  Chloe thought Tina was quite nice, but she 

didn’t know her very well.  “I don’t really like her” Laura continued.  

“Why don’t you like her?”  Chloe asked.  She felt confused because Laura didn’t know Tina very well either.  They just 

became acquainted a few weeks ago.  Tina and Laura were always polite and friendly around each other, so Chloe 

had assumed they didn’t hold any grudges against each other.  Chloe wondered whether she was going to be proved 

wrong. 

“Do you know Katherine?  She’s the girl that plays the guitar.  One day Katherine came in wearing this neon shirt.  

Tina asked where she bought the shirt and Tina came in wearing one the next day.”  Laura said, “She also keeps on 

commenting on what I wear.” 

“I agree,” said Vicky.  “Remember yesterday at the mall?  She said the colour of my bag looked very weird with the 

clothes I was wearing.  Look!  There she is!  She’s sitting over there with Sarah.” 

Chloe turned and spotted Tina.  She was laughing at a joke Sarah just made.  Chloe noticed that she was wearing the 

same sneakers that Laura wore to school on Monday, but that didn’t mean she was a bad person.  Maybe she did 

like making comments on other people’s choice of clothing, but that didn’t make her a mean person.  Chloe thought 

Tina was quite nice.  No, she did not dislike her. 

“That’s why I dislike Tina.  She’s always copying other people and her comments are so annoying.”  Laura continued. 
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Chloe was still watching Tina.  She could relate to Vicky and Laura’s experiences with Tina.  Tina had commented on 

her clothing once.  It was a hot afternoon and Chloe was sitting on a bench with a friend.  Tina had walked up to 

them and started chatting.  “You look better in dark colours.” Tina had said to her.  Chloe wasn’t very bothered 

about fashion, so she had just dismissed it as a word of advice.  However, to a fashion-conscious person, could this 

be considered an insult?  Was this why Laura disliked Tina so much? 

“Do you dislike Tina too?”  Vicky asked Chloe. 

“No,” Chloe replied hesitantly.  Vicky and Laura frowned and exchanged glances.  “I think Tina is nice and I see no 

reason to dislike her.  Are you sure Tina meant harm when she made those comments?  Why isn’t it okay for Tina to 

wear things that she sees and likes?” 

“Tina’s comments made me feel uncomfortable.  That’s why I felt like she was being negative.  I don’t like how she 

keeps on copying others too.”  Laura mumbled.  Chloe observed that Laura couldn’t give any good reasons to 

support her views. 

“From a different perspective, Tina could be giving you advice.  She might have meant well.  You assumed she was 

being negative, so you dislike her.  There is a difference between criticizing someone and giving them advice.  You 

could have just asked her what she meant by her comments.  I do not think those are good reasons to dislike 

someone.”  Chloe explained. 

“So, you’re saying we shouldn’t dislike Tina?”  Vicky asked 

“I’m just saying that you shouldn’t dislike someone for the wrong reasons.” 

Vicky, Laura and Chloe sat in silence for a while.  The moment she had stopped talking, Chloe realized how loud the 

canteen really was.  The clatter of plates, laughs and voices filled her head. 

“Tina does make me quite uncomfortable sometimes.”  Vicky started, “but I agree that I shouldn’t go as low as to 

hate someone for weak reasons.  I don’t really see her around often.  I guess I shouldn’t get too worked up about 

things that aren’t really that important.” 

Chloe smiled and out of the corner of her eye she thought she saw Laura nod.  “Well,” she said, “I for one can’t wait 

for school to end.  Gran’s making honey cakes today.” 

 

Can you identify the following Thinking Moves in the story? 

o Ahead: 
o Back: 
o Connect: 
o Divide: 
o Explain: 
o Formulate: 
o Group: 
o Headline:  
o Infer: 
o Justify: 
o Keyword: 
o Listen/Look 
o Maintain: 
o Picture: 
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o Question: 
o Respond: 
o Size: 
o Test: 
o Use: 
o Vary: 
o Weigh up: 
o Exemplify: 
o Yield: 
o Zoom in: 
o Zoom out: 

Go to the next page to compare your answer to Ashling’s own view. 
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Ashling’s suggested answer 
 

It was 12:30 and the bell rang for lunch.  Chloe gathered her books and made her way to the school canteen.   

She joined the end of the line.  While waiting, Chloe observed the weekly menu.  They were serving 

asparagus, cauliflower, steak, chicken, tomato soup, fruit and brownies today.   

By the time she reached the front of the line, Chloe had decided she would be having steak with 

cauliflower because she had eaten chicken yesterday.  Her mother always advised her to vary her diet. 

Chloe paused when she reached the dessert section.  The brownies looked so good with sugar-coating and 

oozing syrup.   

Chloe remembered that she was going to go to her Gran’s house after school.  Gran always made these 

delicious honey cakes for her.  Gran told her she was permitted one sweet treat a day.  If she ate the 

brownies, she wouldn’t get any honey cakes.  Chloe decided she preferred the honey cakes and took some 

healthy fruit for dessert instead. 

With lunch tray in hand, Chloe scanned the room for a place to sit.  The canteen consisted of about 50 

tables according to her estimations.  All the tables were occupied, but not all of them were full.   

As she searched the tables, Chloe realized that at a lot of people were sitting with people who shared 

their interests.  A few boys who were on the football team were sitting together while some Harry Potter 

fans shared another table.  Since they were grouped by their interests, Chloe figured she should sit with 

people she shared interests with. 

Across the room, Chloe spotted Vicky and Laura.  Vicky played the flute and Laura the violin.  Chloe played 

the piano.  They all played and enjoyed music.  So, she went to sit with them. 

Chloe, Laura and Vicky chatted while they ate their lunch.  Halfway through the lunch Laura said something very 

strange: “What do you think of Tina?”  Tina was a girl in Chloe’s class.  Chloe thought Tina was quite nice, but she 

didn’t know her very well.  “I don’t really like her” Laura continued.  

 “Why don’t you like her?”  Chloe asked.  She felt confused because Laura didn’t know Tina very well either.   

 

They just became acquainted a few weeks ago.  Tina and Laura were always polite and friendly around each 

other, so Chloe had assumed they didn’t hold any grudges against each other.   

 

Chloe wondered whether she was going to be proved wrong. 

 

 “Do you know Katherine?  She’s the girl that plays the guitar.  One day Katherine came in wearing this 

neon shirt.  Tina asked where she bought the shirt and Tina came in wearing one the next day.”   

 

Laura said, “She also keeps on commenting on what I wear.” 
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 “I agree,” said Vicky.  “Remember yesterday at the mall?  She said the colour of my bag looked very 

weird with the clothes I was wearing.  Look!  There she is!  She’s sitting over there with Sarah.” 

Chloe turned and spotted Tina.  She was laughing at a joke Sarah just made.  Chloe noticed that she was 

wearing the same sneakers that Laura wore to school on Monday, but that didn’t mean she was a bad person.   

 

Maybe she did like making comments on other people’s choice of clothing, but that didn’t make her a 

mean person.  Chloe thought Tina was quite nice.  No, she did not dislike her. 

 “That’s why I dislike Tina.  She’s always copying other people and her comments are so annoying.”  Laura 

continued. 

 

Chloe was still watching Tina.  She could relate to Vicky and Laura’s experiences with Tina.  Tina had 

commented on her clothing once.  It was a hot afternoon and Chloe was sitting on a bench with a friend.  

Tina had walked up to them and started chatting.   

 “You look better in dark colours.” Tina had said to her.  Chloe wasn’t very bothered about fashion, so she 

had just dismissed it as a word of advice.  However, to a fashion-conscious person, could this be 

considered an insult?  Was this why Laura disliked Tina so much? 

“Do you dislike Tina too?”  Vicky asked Chloe. 

 “No,” Chloe replied hesitantly.  Vicky and Laura frowned and exchanged glances.  “I think Tina is nice and I 

see no reason to dislike her.  Are you sure Tina meant harm when she made those comments?  Why isn’t it 

okay for Tina to wear things that she sees and likes?” 

 “Tina’s comments made me feel uncomfortable.  That’s why I felt like she was being negative.  I don’t like 

how she keeps on copying others too.”  Laura mumbled.   

 

Chloe observed that Laura couldn’t give any good reasons to support her views. 

 

 

 “From a different perspective, Tina could be giving you advice.  She might have meant well.  You 

assumed she was being negative, so you dislike her.  There is a difference between criticizing someone 

and giving them advice.  You could have just asked her what she meant by her comments.   

I do not think those are good reasons to dislike someone.”  Chloe explained. 

 

 “So, you’re saying we shouldn’t dislike Tina?”  Vicky asked 

 

  “I’m just saying that you shouldn’t dislike someone for the wrong reasons.” 
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Vicky, Laura and Chloe sat in silence for a while.  The moment she had stopped talking, Chloe realized how loud the 

canteen really was.  The clatter of plates, laughs and voices filled her head. 

“Tina does make me quite uncomfortable sometimes.”  Vicky started, “but I agree that I shouldn’t go as 

low as to hate someone for weak reasons.  I don’t really see her around often.  I guess I shouldn’t get too 

worked up about things that aren’t really that important.” 

Chloe smiled and out of the corner of her eye she thought she saw Laura nod.  “Well,” she said, “I for one can’t wait 

for school to end.  Gran’s making honey cakes today.” 
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